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MCC artist of national acclaim
stumbled into career by accident
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By Janie Magruder

As 2 child growing up in seaall-eomen
Maryland. Malena Bambaet had Lok
CXPOSURE 10 At OF art instruction. She was
im0 grly stickers and disposable cameras,
creasod a stop-moson animation featuring
hor Barbse dolls, and later wrote and
maded out a ween an magasne

But Bamban planned 10 be a wrlter o
a lawyer because she enjoyed the
pash-and-pull of opposing concepts.

“It wasa 't wotd | was in colbege thar |
kind of stumbled o art.” the Tempe
woman said. “1 didn't realize it was idea
based "

Now on Bculty at Mesa Co

Collcge. Barnhart's commatment 1o critical
thinking s among the reasons she recently
receved an MOC Oustanding Adjunct
Faculty award

The awards recognbee faculey that
promote nclusion and divensity, use
technology to enhance studont beaming
and show encouragement, care and
respect 10 students, staff and waching
peers.

Barmnbart, who waches dagital
photography and degital photograp he
imuging, also was landed for emphasizing
cmpathy in an creation. She joined the
faculty in 2014, a year after caming a
Master of Fine Arts in photography from
ASL

Barnhart was o by MCC
adpunct faculey Ted Decker, a longrione
addvocate of visual ares and andsis who
co-founded the Phoenix Instioue of
Consemporary Art and s s divector and
curntor. Decker teaches ant hstory and
professional practices connses, and
received an MOC Ourstanding Adjunct
Faculey award in 2020,

“Makona does exsensive rescarch and
has 2 plethora of ideas which mandest
themsclves i bhor artwork and n her
vibeant practice.” be said. “Her stadenes
talk about how wonderful a reacher she s
1 admire her for being focused on her
students and on studont lcaming ”

Addmionally, Decker sasd. Barnhart is
prominent in the student ant community,
ofien nviting stedenes o collaborase on
her omn work. and she Is 2 new breed of
teacher

“She's a wondorful peron, she's
CNCIRenc, innovative,  and someone who
cares abowt her students and their
practice and groweh.” be sald.

The award was unexpected. but so
meanimgiul. Bambart saud. espocally
becase Decker nominatsod her

“He is one of several instructons | want

MCC intenm president Lon Bercuam, left, with
done Barrhart. WO phoso

1o modlel masell after because he's such a
scllless penson and does so many acts of
Kindness.” she said

Harnbart's work has been displayed in
many solo and group exhubitions locally.
nationally and internatonally, and it has
recvived numerous acoolades

“1 used 00 think that ant making was
art making, but the hig rcalzasion is thar
1'm Glling meo black holes (on the
Intemet), and that's part of my art
practice,” she said

Barnhart wses in bher an sepumposed
culural mascrials, 2 variety of found wems
and footage inchading children's sockers,
YouTube videos. party decorations and
wen postons

“1 value the ability w0 make work that
s angry. crivical and not abways pretry,” she
sandl

Barmbart's work consers on the
process of encultusation and s role in
perpetuating hanmful geoder norms. Her
websine, malenabummbart com, features her
vidoos, installations and 2-D works tha
queston ntended messages

“We learm our culture from what we
consume, whether one is consuming
poncess tows, vidoo games or Pascrest
wedding boands, ™ she writes.

In addivion 10 the award, MOC recently
promosed her 1o residential aculty statas.
The great diversity of art students at the
college — from age and backgrounds 10
education and expericnces — makes it a
rewarding place 1o teach, Barmharrt said

“The advantage s being in class with
peophe who are difforent from you and
think dillerently than you,” she saxd.

“The intcrosting, insimas:
conversations we have in the classroom
food into my practice and make me a
better person. It's 3o interesting 0 be n a
room full of people nerding out about an
and 10 walk abowt i ko theee hous.”



